
Week 13 

 

B   The Council at Jerusalem, 15:1-35 

1   The dissension, 15:1-5 

 

(Acts 15:1 NASB)  And some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, 

"Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." 

 

Why would they feel that circumcision is so important? 

 

To Abraham...... (Gen 17:10 NASB)  "This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between 

Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be circumcised. 

(Gen 17:11 NASB)  "And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall 

be the sign of the covenant between Me and you. 

 

Moses in Ex 4:24 almost lost his life over this because he did not circumcise his own son.... 

Exodus 4:24 
24

Now it came about at the lodging place on the way that the LORD met him and sought to put 

him to death.  

Exodus 4:25 

25
Then Zipporah took a flint and cut off her son’s foreskin and threw it at Moses’ feet, and she 

said, “You are indeed a bridegroom of blood to me.” 

 

So imagine this…. 

 Moses (guy who they all reference as following: 

• wrote Torah,  

• lead people from slavery…. That guy 

He almost loses his life over this issue!!!!! 

 Why is this important to them???? 

They took something they learned…. Good rule, guideline, etc. 

 Maybe even devotional gesture (praying in mornings…Navs) 

THESE BECOME RULES OF FAITH…. 



Name some of these now…. 

• Dress code in church (old story of biker who wasn’t dressed right for 

Creekside 

• Everyone part of CLG…. Good?  Rule? 

 

THERE ARE NO RULES…. ONLY SPIRIT AND LIFE 

 

Who are these people and where did they come from? 

Later we see they are converted Pharisees. 

 What impact do you think they had on the Church? 

Does Paul ever encounter them again? 

 

 

(Gal 5:1 NASB)  It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm 

and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 

(Gal 5:2 NASB)  Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be 

of no benefit to you. 

 

What does it mean that Chris will be on ‘NO BENEFIT” to you? 

 Does it mean you will lose your salvation? 

Gal 5:2:  Vs. 5:2  Law (circumcision) and grace (Christ) simply do not mix, Paul says.  
New American Standard Bible 

 

 

Titus 2:11 
11

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,  

Note on Titus 2:11 
The graciousness of God (The Supreme Divinity) which defends us for salvation shines upon the countenance of all 

mankind.   
Titus 2:12 
12

instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and 

godly in the present age,  
 

Note on Titus 2:12 
This grace trains us, as in child training, to contradict, reject, and refuse wickedness and ungodlyness and worldly 

longings and desires and to live moderately with a sound mind, equitable, just,  righteous, and godly lives in the 

current period of time. 



 

 

 

(Gal 5:3 NASB)  And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is 

under obligation to keep the whole Law. 

(Gal 5:4 NASB)  You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by 

law; you have fallen from grace. 

 

Gal 5:4:  Vs. 5:4  fallen from grace. To use the impossible ground of justification by law is to 

leave, abandon, fall from the way of grace as the only basis for justification.  

 

What does this mean?   

Do you lose your salvation if you become legalistic? 

 

(Gal 5:5 NASB)  For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of 

righteousness. 

(Gal 5:6 NASB)  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means 

anything, but faith working through love. 

(Gal 5:7 NASB)  You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? 

(Gal 5:8 NASB)  This persuasion did not come from Him who calls you. 

(Gal 5:9 NASB)  A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough. 

 

What does this analogy mean?   

 

(Gal 5:10 NASB)  I have confidence in you in the Lord, that you will adopt no other view; 

but the one who is disturbing you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. 

(Gal 5:11 NASB)  But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? 

Then the stumbling block of the cross has been abolished. 

 

Why does he refer to the cross as a stumbling block? 

 

 

Gal 5:11:  Vs. 5:11  the stumbling block of the cross. That a man can be saved only by faith is 

an offense to his pride.  

 



 

(Gal 5:12 NASB)  Would that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves. 

 

Gal 5:12:  Vs. 5:12  Paul suggests, sarcastically, that if the Judaizers are so interested in 

circumcision they should go the whole way and castrate (mutilate) themselves as some pagan 

priests of the day did.  

 

(Acts 15:2 NASB)  And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the 

brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem 

to the apostles and elders concerning this issue. 

 

Paul has been appointed by God as the apostle to the Gentiles.....   

    Why is he going to Jerusalem to ask the church what they think? 

 

 

Two Issues:   

- some believing Pharisees (v. 5) went on the offensive and insisted that Gentile converts be 

circumcised.  

 - A parallel question was also being raised: Should there be unrestricted social contact 

between Jewish and Gentile Christians? 

 

(Acts 15:3 NASB)  Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were passing 

through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, 

and were bringing great joy to all the brethren. 

(Acts 15:4 NASB)  And when they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the church 

and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. 

(Acts 15:5 NASB)  But certain ones of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed, stood up, 

saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them, and to direct them to observe the Law of 

Moses." 

 

2   The discussion, 15:6-18 

 

(Acts 15:6 NASB)  And the apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter. 

(Acts 15:7 NASB)  And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, 

"Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my 

mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 



 

Remember the whole scene with Cornelius?   

 This has convinced Peter 

 

(Acts 15:8 NASB)  "And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, giving them the 

Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; 

(Acts 15:9 NASB)  and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts 

by faith. 

(Acts 15:10 NASB)  "Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the 

neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 

 

What does it mean that the Law is a yoke that they have not “been 

able to bear” 

 

(Acts 15:11 NASB)  "But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, 

in the same way as they also are." 

(Acts 15:12 NASB)  And all the multitude kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas 

and Paul as they were relating what signs and wonders God had done through them among 

the Gentiles. 

(Acts 15:13 NASB)  And after they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, 

"Brethren, listen to me. 

(Acts 15:14 NASB)  "Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about taking 

from among the Gentiles a people for His name. 

(Acts 15:15 NASB)  "And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, 

(Acts 15:16 NASB)  'AFTER THESE THINGS I will return, AND I WILL REBUILD THE 

TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH HAS FALLEN, AND I WILL REBUILD ITS 

RUINS, AND I WILL RESTORE IT, 

(Acts 15:17 NASB)  IN ORDER THAT THE REST OF MANKIND MAY SEEK THE LORD, 

AND ALL THE GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME,' 

(Acts 15:18 NASB)  SAYS THE LORD, WHO MAKES THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM 

OF OLD. 

 

This is a quote from Amos 9.... It refers to the Millenium,  Showing: 

 - The joining of the Gentiles with the Jews in Messiah 

 - They believed the Millenium was right around the corner 



 

3   The decision, 15:19-29 

 

(Acts 15:19 NASB)  "Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are 

turning to God from among the Gentiles, 

(Acts 15:20 NASB)  but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated 

by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and from blood. 

 

Food sacrificed to idols 

Food strangled 

Food with the blood still in it 

This is the only place in the New Testiment that these three 

commands appear.... 

 How do these apply to us today? 

 What was the purpose of these commands? 

 

(1 Cor 8:7 NASB)  However not all men have this knowledge; but some, being accustomed 

to the idol until now, eat food as if it were sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience being 

weak is defiled. 

(1 Cor 8:8 NASB)  But food will not commend us to God; we are neither the worse if we do 

not eat, nor the better if we do eat. 

(1 Cor 8:9 NASB)  But take care lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling 

block to the weak. 

(1 Cor 8:10 NASB)  For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol's 

temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat things sacrificed to 

idols? 

(1 Cor 8:11 NASB)  For through your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for 

whose sake Christ died. 

 

1 Cor 8:11:  Vs. 8:11  ruined, not eternally, but in his spiritual life.  
 

(1 Cor 8:12 NASB)  And thus, by sinning against the brethren and wounding their 

conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 

 

1 Cor 8:12:  Vs. 8:12  sin against Christ because of the union of all believers with Christ.  



 

 

(1 Cor 8:13 NASB)  Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat 

again, that I might not cause my brother to stumble. 

 

1 Cor 8:13:  Vs. 8:13  Here is the great principle that regulates conduct in morally indifferent 

matters. It is the principle of love voluntarily regulating liberty (Gal. 5:13).  

 

(Acts 15:21 NASB)  "For Moses from ancient generations has in every city those who preach 

him, since he is read in the synagogues every Sabbath." 

(Acts 15:22 NASB)  Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, 

to choose men from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas-- Judas called 

Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren, 

(Acts 15:23 NASB)  and they sent this letter by them, "The apostles and the brethren who are 

elders, to the brethren in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles, greetings. 

(Acts 15:24 NASB)  "Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no 

instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls, 

(Acts 15:25 NASB)  it seemed good to us, having become of one mind, to select men to send to 

you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 

(Acts 15:26 NASB)  men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Acts 15:27 NASB)  "Therefore we have sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will also report 

the same things by word of mouth. 

(Acts 15:28 NASB)  "For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater 

burden than these essentials: 

(Acts 15:29 NASB)  that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols and from blood and from 

things strangled and from fornication; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will do 

well. Farewell." 

 

4   The letter delivered to Antioch, 15:30-35 

 

(Acts 15:30 NASB)  So, when they were sent away, they went down to Antioch; and having 

gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter. 

(Acts 15:31 NASB)  And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement. 

 

Why would this encourage them? 

 



Acts 15:32 NASB)  And Judas and Silas, also being prophets themselves, encouraged and 

strengthened the brethren with a lengthy message. 

(Acts 15:33 NASB)  And after they had spent time there, they were sent away from the brethren 

in peace to those who had sent them out. 

(Acts 15:34 NASB)  <But it seemed good to Silas to remain there.> 

(Acts 15:35 NASB)  But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch, teaching and preaching, with 

many others also, the word of the Lord. 

 

 


